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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one >ear prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 16-21, 44-49, 51, 57-61, 63, 66-70 and 72 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Yoda (US 5,185,821). 

Regarding claims 16 and 44 Yoda discloses an imaging system, comprising: 
an optical character recognition engine (character recognition section 22) for receiving at 
least a portion of image data, the OCR engine configured to perform OCR processing only on 
data corresponding to at least a portion of a border region (predetermined area) of each imaged 
page (col. 3, lines 16-30); and 

a controller in communication with the OCR engine and configured to receive data from 
the OCR engine to determine page numbers on the pages being imaged based at least in part on 
the data received from the OCR engine, the controller being further configured to detect an error 
based on comparing the page numbers of consecutive pages (col. 4, lines 1-35), (col. 4 line 63 to 
col. 5 line 46), (col. 6 lines 6-23) and (col. 6 lines 48-59). 
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Regarding claim 17, Yoda discloses the imaging system of claim 16, wherein the 
controller is further configured to detect an error when the controller fails to detect page numbers 
on a predetermined number of consecutive pages of the document (col. 6, lines 6-22). 

Regarding claim 18, Yoda discloses the imaging system of claim 16, wherein the 
controller is further configured 

to track the sequence of the page numbers of the images captured and to detect an error based on 
the sequence of the page numbers (col. 6, lines 6-22). 

Regarding claims 19, 45 and 59, Yoda discloses the imaging system of claim 16, wherein 
the border region is selected from the group consisting of a border region around an entire 
perimeter of the imaged page and a border region around a portion of the perimeter of the 
imaged page (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 20, Yoda discloses the imaging system of claim 16, further comprising a 
speaker in communication with the controller, wherein the controller is configured to generate an 
audio signal at the speaker when an error is detected (bell 18, col. 6 lines 6-22). 

Regarding claims 21, 49 and 61, Yoda discloses the imaging system of claim 16, wherein 
the controller is configured to determine the page numbers based also on a location of a pointer 
positioned on a page of the bound document (fig. 4, col. 4 lines 32-35). 

Regarding claims 46 and 58, Yoda discloses the method of claim 44, further comprising 
the step of tracking, by the controller, the sequence of the page numbers of the images captured 
by the camera (col. 6 lines 6-23). 

Regarding claims 47, 60 and 68, Yoda discloses the method of claim 46, further 
comprising the steps of: 
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detecting an error when the controller fails to detect page numbers on a predetermined 
consecutive pages of the document; and 

generating an audio signal at a speaker (bell 1 8) when an error is detected (col. 6 lines 6- 

23). 

Regarding claims 48 and 69, Yoda discloses the method of claim 46, further comprising 
the steps of: 

detecting an error based on the sequence of the page numbers; and 
generating an audio signal through a speaker (bell 1 8) when an error is detected (col. 6 
lines 6-23). 

Regarding claims 5 1 and 63, Yoda discloses the method of claim 49, wherein the OCR 
processing is performed only on data corresponding to a region of each imaged page, the region 
being substantially less than the entire imaged page, the region being determined based on the 
location of the pointer (fig. 4, col. 4 lines 32-35). 

Regarding claim 66 Yoda discloses a method for imaging a bound document having 
multiple pages, comprising: 

performing optical character recognition (OCR) processing by an OCR engine only on 
data corresponding to at least a portion of a border region of each imaged page, the image data 
being received from the camera (fig. 4); 

determining, by a controller, page numbers on the pages being imaged based at least 
in part on the data received from the OCR engine (col. 3 lines 1-31); and 

detecting an error based on the page numbers (col. 4 lines 1-35), 



Application/Control Number: 10/611,681 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2625 

wherein the border region is selected from the group consisting of a border region around 
an entire perimeter of the imaged page and a border region around a portion of the perimeter of 
the imaged page (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 67 Yoda discloses the method of claim 66, further comprising tracking, 
by the controller, tile sequence of the page numbers of the images captured by the camera (col. 3 
lines 22-31). 

Regarding claim 70 Yoda discloses the method of claim 66, Wherein determining the 
page numbers is based also on a location of a pointer positioned on a page of the bound 
document (fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 72 Yoda discloses the method of claim 70, wherein the OCR processing 
is performed only on data corresponding to a region of each imaged page, the region being 
substantially less than the entire imaged page, the region being determined based on the location 
of the pointer (fig. 4). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 22-25, 50, 52, 53, 62, 64, 65, 71, 73 and 74 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 



Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Houshang Safaipour whose telephone number is (571)272-7412. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 6:00am to 2:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571)272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Houshang Safaipour/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2625 



